(Modern Masters, Manet to Matisse, p. 5) 


the Gaugin self-portrait which is hung to its immediate right 

will only tolerate a few moments of observation and Vuillard 

looks directly at the spectator and is calm and the left side 

of the picture--almost one-half of the picture space--is a panel 
which is divided into green (on top) and red (on the bottom), and 
the artist is wearing a straw hat with a black band and he is 
standing in a door-way. He wears an orangish beard and a black 
shirt and jacket, both of which appear to be of velvet, and he 
holds a cane and the background is yellowish and non-particular- 
ized and his eyes and mouth are three grayish splotches and 
Vuillard establishes form by means of color and splotches of 
color are here architectural. Vuillard seems to paint with nouns 
and he uses almost no adjectives or adverbs and almost no verbs. 
And "Words have to do everything in poetry and prose and some 
writers write more in articles and prepositions and some say you 
should write in nouns, and of course one has to think of every- 
thing. A noun is a name of anything, why after a thing is named 
write about it. A name is adequate or it is not. If it is ade- 
quate then why go on calling it, if it is not then calling it by 
its name does no good, People if you like to believe it can be 
made by their names. Call anybody Paul and they get to be a Paul 
call anybody Alice and they get to be an Alice perhaps yes perhaps 
no, there is something in that, but generally speaking, things 
once they are named the name does not go on doing anything to them 
and so why write in nouns. Nouns are the name of anything and 
just naming nouns is alright when you want to call a roll but is 
it any good for anything else. To be sure in many places in Europe 
as in America they do like to call rolls. As I say a noun is a 
name of a thing, and therefore slowly if you feel what is inside 
that thing you do not call it by the name by which it is known, 
Everybody knows that by the way they do when they are in love and 
a writer should always have that intensity of emotion about what- 
ever is the object about which he writes. And therefore and I say 
it again more and more one does not use nouns." And I wonder if 


Vuillard ever met Gertrude Stein or read Poetry and Grammar. 
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